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Superintendent’s Corner … 

Genesee School District Vision 
The Genesee School District will be the top achieving district in Genesee County where 

 all students will be prepared to be contributing members of their communities 

 

Rep. Richard Hammel (D-MI 48 District) 

N0897 House Office Building, 

Lansing, MI  48909-7514 

Website:  048.housedems.com 

Phone:  (517) 373-7557 

Fax:  (517) 373-5953 

Sen. Deborah Cherry (D-MI 26th District) 

910 Farnum Building 

Lansing, MI  48909-7536 

Website:  www.senate.mi.gov/cherry 

Phone:  (517) 373-1636 

Fax:  (517) 373-1453 

Governor Jennifer Granholm (D-MI) 

Website:  www.michigan.gov/gov 

Phone:  (517) 373-3400 

Fax:  (517) 335-6863 Rep. Jim Slezak (D-MI 50th District) 

N0899 House Office Building 

Lansing, MI  48909-3906 

Website:  050.housedems.com 

Phone:  (517) 373-3906 

Fax:  (517) 373-5812 

Sen. John Gleason (D-MI 27th Dis-
trict) 

315 Capitol 

Lansing, MI  48909-7536 
Website:  www.senate.mi.gov/
gleason 

Phone:  (517) 373-0142 

Fax:  (517) 373-3938 

We have had a good start to the new school year.  The MEAP tests are completed and we are preparing for next years assess-
ments. I want to thank all of the parents and staff who took the extra time to make sure students were well rested, fed and 
focused for the tests. 
 
People do not have to be told that the economy is in bad shape. This has resulted in untimely reductions in our school budget. 
We started planning for this school year last winter.  Our budget year started July 1, 2009. As of October 22, we still do not 
have a firm answer of how much we have for our budget. The legislature just passed a budget with a $165 per student reduc-
tion.  The governor is now telling us she will cut another $126. This is a $222,796.00 reduction for the Genesee School Dis-
trict budget for this year.   In addition, we are being told that next year will be much worse. Next years school budget will be 
dramatically smaller.   Schools have never faced these kinds of cuts before. We will have to make changes that will impact kids 
to accommodate this reduction in funding. 
 
 The legislators tell us that they are not hearing any concerns from parents about school cuts. The Representatives and Sena-
tors will be planning the 2009-10 and the 2010-11 school year budgets over the next few months. 
 
If we wait until the state budgets are complete and then see how the cuts will impact schools, it will be too late to complain 
about the reductions. The time to act is now, before decisions are made in Lansing.  Talk to our legislators. Tell them prek-12 
grade education is important for the future of our kids and Michigan. Tell them that nothing is more important for long-term 
success of the Michigan economy than an educated workforce.  If they do not hear concerns from parents it sends a message 
that Lansing can take funding away from schools and nobody will care.  You can bet that the legislators will be hearing from 
other groups who want the limited available funding to go to other programs.  Speak up for our kids.  Send an email, call or 
write a letter to our legislators at least once a month until there is a budget. Listed below is the contact information for our 
state legislators who serve part or all of the Genesee School District  
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People to Contact at  
Genesee School District 

D uring the school year questions may arise 
concerning Genesee school activities.  In 

order to get in touch with the person who can best 
help you, please keep these names and 
telephone numbers on hand. 
 
Superintendent’s Office – Jeff Rohrer……………..591-1650 
Secretary – Jill Simpson 
 
JH/HS Principal’s Office – Richard Carsten……….591-1450 
Secretary – Denise Powell 
 
Elementary Principal’s Office – Joseph Perrera…591-2101 
Secretary – Cindy Coughlin 
 
Athletic Director’s Office – Ken Foyder…………….591-2120 
Secretary - Penni Fender 
 

School Board Meeting Dates 

T he Genesee School Board meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month (exceptions noted *) at 7:00 

p.m. in the Media Center.  Community members are welcome 
to attend.  The following dates are for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  If any dates are changed the new dates will be posted. 
 
November 18 
December 16 
January 20  
February 17 
March 17  
April 21 
May 19 
June 23* 

Information for the Class of 
2010 

 
T he following representatives will be at Genesee High School to 

talk to seniors about their various programs and policies: 
 
 Adrian College Indiana Tech 
 November 3, 2009 November 17, 2009 
  
                        

Annual Costume/Halloween Dance 
The 6th annual Costume/Halloween Dance sponsored by Gene-
see High School will be held on Thursday, October 29th from 
8:00-11:00 pm for grades 7-12.  
Admission is $4.00; $3.00 if in 
costume.  Prizes are awarded 
for the best costume.   

Blood Drive 
The Genesee Student Council, along with the Ameri-
can Red Cross, is sponsoring a blood drive on Tues-
day, November 3rd from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  In 
the junior high school gym.  Donors need to be al 
least 17 years of age and weight at least  110 
pounds.  Donors cannot have given blood in the last 6 
weeks.  Donors should be sure to eat a substantial 
meal two to four hours before donating blood.  

“Although we cannot control the wind, we can 
learn to adjust our sails” 

Skiers and Snow-
boarders 

Get out of the house and have some 
f u n  t h i s  w i n t e r .   J o i n  t h e 
ski/snowboard club for $15 and pur-
chase a lift ticket for only $15.00 at Mt. Holly.  Everyone 
from ages 7-99 can join!  Bring the whole family;  par-
ents, grandparents, friends and neighbors too!  See Mr. 
O’Brien in the elementary gym for more details and to 
purchase your pass. 



 

2009 Yearbooks are in! 
T he 2009 yearbooks are in. Students 

may pick them up before school or after 
school in Mrs. Schoener’s room. There are  
extras available for purchase. They are 
$65.00 at this time. Please see Mrs. 
Schoener before school or after school. Also, 
there are yearbooks from previous years 
dating back 40 years. If anyone is interested 
in purchasing an old yearbook, contact Mrs. 

Schoener at (810) 591-8125 ext. 3118. 

A   reminder from the yearbook staff - 
When planning, getting senior pictures taken and order-

ing senior pictures, please keep the following specifications 
in mind.  The senior pages of the yearbook are to be uniform 
and of a traditional nature.   
Acceptable:   
1. Traditional 
2. Head /shoulder only shot 
3. Head size 1 1/4 inch from top of head to chin 
4. Grey or light blue background 
5. A typical wallet size will do for submission 
Not acceptable: 
1. Environmental shots 
2. Athletic shots 
3. Hands, hats, props 
4. Backgrounds with multiple colors or designs 
5. Hazy pictures or more than one exposure 
6. Black or very dark backgrounds 
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The Scholastic Book Fair will be coming to our school on November 30 - December 5.   Your child will be visiting 
our Book Fair with his or her class and students will have the opportunity to purchase books at that time.  During 
the event, we also encourage you to help build our classroom libraries by purchasing books and donating them 
to your child’s class. Please look for the Classroom Wish List to see which books the teachers have expressed 
interest in adding to their classroom library.  

The book fair will be open the following hours: 

      Monday           November 30                     7:30 am – 7:30 pm 

     Tuesday           December 1                        7:30 am –  6:00 pm  

     Wednesday      December 2                       7::30 am – 7:30 pm 

     Thursday          December 3                       7:30 am – 6:00 pm 

      Friday              December 5                       7:30 am -  4:00 pm 
 Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles are invited to stop by to view and purchase items in person during these times. Books make ex-
cellent holiday presents for you child’s teacher.  Last year the library received around $2000 in books, cash and certificates to use in the 
Scholastic catalog from your generous support.   
 
Volunteers are needed during the event to assist students making out their wish list, help students select books and straighten the shelves 
and tables of the book fair.  Please contact Mrs. Klink at 591-3111 to volunteer to help at the fair or if you would like more information.   
Thank you for partnering with us in encouraging children to read.  

Yearbook 2010 Orders 
 

W e are now taking deposits for the 2010 yearbook. The 
time/price schedule is as follows: 

1.  September 18 to December  19 

 *  $50.00 paid in full or a deposit of at least $25.00 

 *  personalization: $10.00 (optional) 

2.  December 19th to April 30 

 *  $60.00 paid in full or a deposit of at least $30.00 

 *  personalization:  $10.00 (optional) 

3.  May 1st and beyond 

 *  $65.00 while supplies last 
 
Students may order their yearbook before school or after school from 
Mrs. Schoener in room 118 or students may order their yearbook online 
at www.jostens.com.   This is set up for your convenience so that 
students or parents can order at anytime using a credit card.  A student 
may also send payment by mail. Students will receive information in the 
mail that will explain this procedure. Seniors must have their yearbooks 
paid in full before graduation. 
 

Book Fair is Coming! 

Parents of 2010 Seniors 

Want a 2010 Yearbook??? 
Want a 2010 yearbook but having trouble coming up with the 
money?  The Genesee Yearbook Staff has a solution for you.  We will 
be having a candle fundraiser starting the 16th of November and 
will be running through the 20th of November.  The students will 
earn $5.00 for each candle sold towards a 2010 yearbook, person-
alization of a yearbook or any icons they may want on the yearbook.  
The yearbooks are $50 until December 19th, therefore a student 
would have to sell 10 candles to get the book.  The candles make 
great gifts and they will be delivered before Christmas.   Anyone 
having question about the candle sale, contact Mrs. Schoener at 
(810) 591-1825 ext. 3118. 
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Honor Society members will be taking orders for Christmas 
wreaths beginning November 2nd through November 6th.  
The wreaths are hand crafted, fresh balsam fir from a farm 
in Michigan.  They measure approximately 20” in diameter 
and are accented with two natural pinecones and a large, 
red velvet bow.  The cost is $20.00 each and delivery will be 
just  before Thanksgiving.  You may order your wreath from 
an Honor Society  member or by calling the high school of-
fice at  591-8125 ext. 3216 and leaving your name, phone 
number and a message for Mrs. Purves.  An Honor Society 
member will return your call. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Haas Elementary Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Haas Elementary  parent-teacher conferences for students 
K-6 are scheduled for Thursday, November 12, 1:30 pm-
6:00 pm. The AM Kindergarten students will have school 
on Thursday from 8:05 am -10:05 am. The PM Kindergar-
ten students will have school on Thursday from 10:55 am-
12:55 pm. First through sixth grade students will be dis-
missed at 12:55 pm. Please contact the classroom teacher 
if you would like an appointment. A conference must be 
made to receive your child's report card. There will be NO 
school on Friday, November 13, for students grades K-6.  

Communicator 

We wish to thank the members of the community 
that are sharing their time with a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd  
grade student. So far, 41 of our students have men-
tors to read with one-half hour every week. The 
teachers are seeing students coming back to their 
rooms after working with their mentor with smiles on 
their faces and excited to talk about what they have 
read. 
We still have children waiting for a mentor. If you 
love children and you have one-half hour a week to 
volunteer to mentor a 1st, 2nd,  or 3rd  grader, please 
call LaRene Klink at (810) 591-3111. 

Thank You to our  
Mentors 

Haas Elementary PTO Reminder- the delivery for the PTO 
fundraiser is the morning of November 12, 2009. Par-
ent/teacher conferences are going on that same day, so 
pick up is anytime that day in the child's home room. A PTO 
meeting is scheduled for November 18 at 6:00pm in the 
Haas Elementary teachers' lounge. The PTO still collects 
labels, box tops and VG's receipts. Please send these items 
in with you child. They will be collected from their teachers. 

PTO News 

Holiday Wreath Sale 

Cancer Walk 
The National Honor Society, National Junior Honor 
Society and other members of the community partici-
pated in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
walk on October 10, 2009.  NHS and NJHS together 
raised $655.  Thank you to the community members 
who donated and/or participated in this event. 

5th Grade Philadelphia 
Field Trip 

Some of the 5th grade students 
will be going on a field trip to Phila-
delphia from May 6 through May 
9th, 2010.  Fifth graders are sell-
ing cookie dough and other items 
to earn money for this trip.  The 
first deposit if $150 will be due on November 23rd.  

 

“Curves” Provides for  
Students 

 Our local CURVES FOR WOMEN (4482 N Genesee Road) 
recently hosted a fundraiser. With the help of their pa-
trons, owners Barb Murawski and Sue Koehler, raised 
funds to purchase school supplies to be distributed to 
students in our school.    
We extend our sincere appreciation to CURVES for their 
community support.   

Seven Habits of Highly  
Responsible Students 

1. They set goals 
2. They plan their time 
3. They take notes in class 
4. They have the tools they need 
5. The keep their commitments 
6. They get ready ahead of time 
7. They study every day 
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T he Junior High and High School Choir will be performing a concert 
on Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 P.M. in the junior high 

gymnasium.  The choirs will present a wide range of musical genres 
including classical, country, pop, and jazz. There is no charge for 
admission so come out and enjoy the hard work of the students. 

Please remind your child that they must follow the school 
dress code as outlined in the student handbook.  The 
handbook states, “Clothing advocating the use of illegal 
substances, discrimination or violence; advertisements of 
hate groups, beer, alcohol, tobacco or drugs; containing 
offensive, profane or sexually implicit language; or is sexu-
ally explicit in it’s exposure of the body is prohibited.  Tops 
or shirts are to have straps or sleeves at least two (2) 
inches in width.  Dresses, shorts and skirts must extend 
beyond the fingertips.  Backs, stomachs, midriffs, navels 
or any part of a student’s breast are not to be exposed.  
Outdoor wear such as hats (or head coverage of any kind), 
gloves, coats, sunglasses, etc. are not to be worn during 
the school day.  Pajamas and slippers cannot be worn 
during school hours.  If clothing or grooming is determined 
to be in violation of the dress code, subsequent wearing of 
the same or similar clothing or grooming will subject the 
student to discipline. “ 

High School Dress Code 

Choir Concert 

Driver’s Education Level II 
The level II driver education course will take place in No-
vember or early December.  Only Students who have suc-
cessfully completed Level I need to attend level II.  The 
dates for the classes will be posted outside Mr. Drier’s room 
(102) and the dates will be announced in school.   

Walking Indoors 
It’s that time again!  Walking is considered one of the best 
exercises for people of all ages.  However, it’s not always easy 
to walk outdoors in the winter.  The solution?  Walk indoors.  
Community members are invited to walk the halls of the Gene-
see School District.  The school is open for walking Monday—
Friday from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Enter the building through the 
high school entrance off the main parking lot.   

Flu News 
The flu, short for influenza, is an infection of 
the nose, throat, and lungs.  We have known 
about seasonal flu for years.  It is called sea-
sonal flu because it happens every year.  Flu 

season is usually November through March.  Each year, 5-20% 
of people in the U.S. get the flu.  Many different viruses cause 
seasonal flu.  Viruses that cause the flu change all the time.  
That is why a new flu shot is offered each fall. 
Now, a new type of flu is in the news.  This new type of flu is 
called H1N1 or swine flu. It is also called “novel,” which means 
“new”.  Because the H1N1 virus is new, most people’s immune 
systems don’t know how to fight it.  Therefore, it is spreading 
rapidly from person to person. 
The H1N1 flu as been declared a pandemic…meaning it has 
spread rapidly around the world.  It isn’t necessarily more dan-
gerous than seasonal flu but because it’s new, it is more impor-
tant than ever to prevent it from spreading. 
H1N1 and seasonal flu symptoms are the same:  Headache, 
chills, sore throat, runny nose, fever, body aches, cough and 
some people have vomiting and/or diarrhea. 
Flu viruses, including H1N1, spread from person to person by: 
coughing, sneezing or touching something that has flu viruses on 
it like a door handle, and then touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth. 
The best prevention against getting the flu is washing your 
hands often.  Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and 
water is not available. 

Student of the Month 
The Senior of the Month for September is Thomas Jean. 
He is the son of Terry and Timothy Jean. Thomas is cur-
rently a wide receiver and defensive end on the varsity 
football team. He will play varsity basketball in the winter. 
Thomas is also the treasurer of the Genesee Student 
Council. He is a bass in the Genesee Concert Choir. He 
also participates in the Jazz Ensemble. After graduating 
from high school, Thomas hopes to attend the University 
of Chicago to pursue a degree in business. 
The Underclassman of the Month is junior Devin Sapp. He 
is the son of Kimberly and Cedric Sapp. Devin is currently 
a corner back and wide receiver on the varsity football 
team. He will run track in the spring. Devin is also a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society. He plays the alto saxo-
phone in the concert band.  
Congratulations to our students of 
the month! 

September J.H. 
Champs 

Congratulations to  Jacob Noyce and Briah Spencer from 
the seventh grade and Sara Walker and Mikel Saulter 
from the eighth grade. They have been selected by the 
faculty as Junior High Champions for September. These 
students were selected on their academic standing, in-
volvement in school activities and positive attitudes. We 
are proud of our champions and their efforts during this 
school year.  
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Family Game Night 
Come join us for an hour of fun board and card games. Nov 17 – 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Craft Circle 
Drop in with a craft you are working on and a bag lunch. It’s a great opportunity to meet other crafters and see the great ideas 
that they are working on. Nov. 21 – 1:00 – 2:00 pm 
Library Closed 
All Genesee District Libraries will be closed for Thanksgiving Nov. 26-29 
Book Discussion Group 
Adult discussion group takes place the 1st Thursday at 6:00 pm Call the library (640-1410) for a list of upcoming books. 
Friends of Johnson Memorial Library 
Want to support the Johnson Memorial Library? Join the Friends of the Johnson Memorial. More details ask at the desk or call 
640-1410. 
 

Johnson Memorial Library Happenings 

Shop with OneCause 
Want to make a difference for our school every day?  Re-
member to shop through OneCause!  You will save money 
and earn up to a 20% contribution for our school on every 
eligible purchase you make at no extra cost to you.   
If you still haven’t joined OneCause, get started today.  It’s 
simple: 
1. Go to http://www.onecause.com and click on “Join”. 
2. Fill in your profile information and select our school to 

support. 
3. Start shopping through OneCause.  
 
Every time you shop through OneCause, you will not only 
be contributing to our school with every eligible purchase, 
you will also save money with valuable coupons & deals at 
hundreds of well-known merchants, including Target.com, 
Lands ’End® and Nordstorm.   S tar t  a t 
http:www.onecause.com/shop, click to your favorite 
online store or service provider, make your purchase and 
automatically earn a contribution.  It’s that simple.  
By installing the OneCause toolbar, you’ll be making sure 
every eligible purchase count, which could result in up to 
5X more contributions plus you can contribute up to 2 
cents per qualified search with the toolbar’s built-in 
Yahoo! search engine.  All funds donated will be used for 
the school library. 

Internet Safety—Keeping 
your Family Safe 

How do you keep your children safe on the Internet? What do 
you need to watch for when your child is on MySpace, Face-
book or Twitter?  How do you prevent identity theft as you use 
the internet?  
On Thursday, November 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the school library, 
Genesee Twp. Police Officer Tobi Belanger will be answering  
these questions and many more.  Learn how to keep your 
family safe as you use this wonderful tool for research, shop-
ping, paying bills or pleasure. 

Parent Educational  
Development Plan Night 

 
Eighth grade parents, please plan on attending the Beyond High 
School Parent Workshop on Thursday, November 19th from 6:30 
– 8:20 p.m. at Genesee High School.  This is a must attend 
workshop regarding your student’s plans for high school and 
beyond.  We will focus on the Web-based Educational Develop-
ment Plan and career research for your child.  A Mott Community 
College representative will present valuable information that will 
help you as a parent help your student make the most out of 
their high school years.  This workshop will assist in helping your 
child make sound career decisions that fit their unique charac-
teristics, abilities and interests. 
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Zenesee Student Council claims homecoming 2009 a 
success! This year’s 2009 Queen’s Court included sen-
iors Chelsea Parkinson, Joselyn Pethers, and Cheyenne 
Purcell; junior Stephanie McClain; sophomore Brittany 
Wheeler; and freshman Sarah Harrington. Cheyenne 
Purcell was crowned the 2009 Homecoming Queen 
during half-time of the Genesee Wolves vs. Bentley Ti-
gers football game.  
The 2009 King’s Court included seniors Zach Freeman, 
Thomas Jean, and Dustin Nelson. Zach Freeman was 
crowned the 2009 Homecoming King during the Gene-
see Powderpuff game. The junior/sophomore team was 
victorious over senior/freshmen team 6-0 at the Pow-
derpuff game Wednesday night. The Genesee Fire As-
sociation and the Athletic Boosters sponsored a bonfire 
after the game Wednesday night. 
The 1999 GAC and District Champs Varsity Football 
team served as the Grand Marshall of the homecoming 
parade was recognized during half-time Friday night. 
The Genesee Wolves were victorious in their homecom-
ing game over the Bentley Bulldogs 20-14. The Junior 
class float won first place and the freshmen class float 
claimed second prize. Homecoming events concluded 
with the Homecoming dance on Saturday night.  

Homecoming 2009 Top 10 Reason to be a  
Designated Good Sport 

VOLLEYBALL DISTRICTS  

ghe Michigan High School Athletic Association’s Class C, District 
89 Volleyball Tournament will be held at Reese High School.  
Genesee Varsity Volleyball will play Wednesday, November 4 at 
6:00 pm, against the winner of the Montrose vs. Valley Lutheran 
game.  If Genesee wins, they will advance to the championship 
game to be played Friday, November 6 at 7:00 pm. 

Good Luck in the 
Football Playoffs  

Genesee Wolves!! 

ghe MHSAA Region 32 Division 4 Cross Country Meet 

will be held Saturday, October 31 at the Fish Creek 
Sportsman’s Club just south of Carson City.  The Division 
4 girls’ race will begin at 10:00 am and the boys’ race 
will begin at 11:00 am.  Cross Country State Finals will 
be held on Saturday, November 7.   

CROSS COUNTRY  
REGIONALS 

10. Because taunting, trash talk and intimidating behavior have 
no place in high school sports—or any level of sports.   

9. Your admission is to watch the performances of highly im-
pressionable 15-18 year olds—not a license to abuse 
coaches, officials, players and other spectators.  

8. You want others to treat you the way you want to be treated, 
and how many of us want to be treated with disrespect.  

7. We need more positive roll models for our children.  
6. People don’t always remember the final score, but they al-

ways remember the fan in section three who made a fool of 
himself.  

5. Because coaches and officials are also teachers.  Would you 
harass them in the classroom? 

4. A national survey indicates kids play high school sports to 
have fun—not to be #1. 

3. It’s how you play the game that counts.   
2. It’s simply the right thing to do. 
1.    Because good sportsmanship begins with YOU! 





 8 

7347 N. Genesee Road 
P.O. Box 220 

GENESEE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Phone: 810-591-1650 
 
 

Home Of The Wolves 

GHS is on the web. 
www.geneseeschools.org 

Bulk Rate 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

NON PROFIT 

Permit #6 

Genesee Mi. 

PreSorted 

Communicator  

Coming Attractions 

October  30 No School, Professional Development Day  
  
November 1 Daylight Savings Time ~ Fall Back an Hour 
 2 Choir Concert 7:00 p.m. 
 8 Craft Bazaar  
 12 Elementary dismiss at 12:55 p.m. 
 12 Elementary P/T Conferences 1:30-6:00 
 13 K-6 grades only, No School 
 25 End of 2nd Marking Period, H.S. 
 26,27 Thanksgiving Recess, School Not in Session 
 30 Book Fair Week 
   
 
 
   


